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The Growing Tmportance of Mili-
tary Acronautics.

The plan attributed to the new Secre-
tary of War, Mr. DICRINSON, of estab-
lishing on the Atlantic coast from Maine
to Florida a dirigible airship service,
including bases or stations 250 miles
apart, is so elaborate and ambitious that
knowing how little the Signal Corps has
been able to do {n the way of military
aeronautics, and now eceptical and in-
different Congress is when asked for an
adequate appropriation, we cannot re-
strain a smile at the sudden enthusi-
asm of the War Department.

The Germans might talk as grandilo-
quently of an aeronautical system of
defence and reconnoissance, for they
possess the Zeppelin, Parseval and
Gross dirigibles .and have conducted
experiments on a large and succeasful
scale, sparing no expense. Our War
Department has no money to spend, no
equipment to speak of, and the experi-
ence of the Signal Corps in aeronautics
is very limited. It is not the fault of
the Department, but its misfortune. It
possesses Captain THOMAS BALDWIN'S
Dirigible No. 1, which on its official
trial flew for two hours and scored
twenty-seven miles in that time. A
good beginning has therefore been
made by the Signal Corps, but with due
regard for Lieutenant LAHM'S energy
and optimism we think that he was
rather overstating the case when he
gaid recently: “With the experience
gained from this small airship the
Signal Corps is now in a position to pro-
ceed with the construction of a larger
and movre powerful one, capable of ren-
dering valuable service in case of war.”
The truth is that the aeronautical ac-
complishments of the corps are as yet
meagre, and it has not mastered the
fundamentals of the new locomotion.
1t could not be otherwise when Congrega
has denied the corps money for ita
experiments and dashed ita enthusi-
asm with stolid indifference. We shall
here quote a significant paragraph
from the latest report of the Stwreutry
of War:

" During the past year the Signal Corps has
purchased under contract after satisfactory tests
a smal! dirigible balloon capable of carrylng (wo
persons and ha"lng a speed of twenty miles an
hour, and lhg machine Is at present being used
for the tralning of oMcers and men. As a result
of efforts 10 secure a bheavier than air fiylng ma-
chine twenty-four bids were recelved and con-
tracts were awarded to A. M, HERRING of New
York city and the WRIGHT brothers of Dayton,
Onlo.: The Herring machine is not yet ready for
testing, and although the preliminary tests of
the WRIGHT brothers' aeroplane at Fort Myer,
Virginia, have publicly demoustrated the practl-
cabllity of mechanical fiight, the contract with
them has not yet been completely closed.”

Doubtless the Wright aeroplane would
have been secured but for the accident
that cost Lieutenant THOMAS E. SELF-
RIDGE his life. 1t was deplorable, but
why should the Government have hesi-
tated to acquire an aeroplane that had
already proved that aerial flight was
practicable? The official answer is that
Mr. ORVILLE WRIGHT, who was himself
injured at the time, had not satisfied the
tests demanded of his aeroplane, and
having no autocratic powers the War
Department could not disregard the
terms of the contract and accept the
invention on its general merits.

In the eyes of the world as the country
that has made the greatest progress
with heavier than air flying machines
the United States is very backward in
availing itself of the genius of its inven-
tors. In the operation of aeroplanes
the Signal Corps of the army should be
already proficient, and if proper en-
couragement had been given to experi-
menters it should certainly be abreast
of the British and French if not the
German military authorities in handling
the large self-supporting dirigibles. The
whole subject i8 of such impertance
to theoretical warfare that before the
session of Congress in December Secre-
tary D1cKINSON ghould discuss it thor-
oughly in his annual report and urge
that Congress make a liberal appro-
priation for aeronautical equipment and
training. There 18 no longer reason to
doubt that the army deficient in air-
ships would be at a terrible disadvan-
tage in a campaign.

The Sugar of Our Youth,

Eversince our modest protest last week
against the total oceultation of old fash-
ioned sugar as a logical sequence of the
modern tarif we have been hearing
from various sources complaints and
reproaches to the same effect.

It does not astonish us at all to find
that thousands of American citizens still
long for the familiar saccharine of their
adoleccence. There was a certain
charm about the old brown sugar and
the thick molasees—we gay nothing of
the cuite, the taffy, the eyrup and the

. .

upon the sumptuous haze that brooded
over all the sugar making districts, the
“skimmings” that fed horses, mules,
cattle, dogs, poultry, &c., until human
beings grew fat and healthy and beasts
of all degrees were infused with new |
life and energy. These are nursery |
tales to-day, though true enough and

purely local; but there can be no doubt

that the simple, untutored sugars bf |
long ago, together with their accessories |
and by produects, still linger in the mem- |
ory of the experienced and produce by
their absence a vacuum that delivers
every heart to pain.

Of course we recognize the advan-
tages of the new dispensation. Sugar
was high in the market under the old

and wasteful processes.
It is not so many years ago that common
brown sugar from the Louisiana kettles
cost twice as much as the beautiful
white cut article costs to-day. Thou-
sands of barrels of molasses once sold
at negligible prices are now converted
into pure white crystals. Nevertheless
the disappearance of quondam goad
things has brought sorrow to many a
home, and to ours among them.

improvident

The Black Fireman Iin the Engine
Cab.
We had been cherishing the delusion
that the South possessed no better
friend than THE SuN. The Augusta
Herald informs us, to our immeasur-
able astonishment, that we belong to
“the rhbid, narrow Northern prcs.‘\,"
that we are “at work again alanderingl
the South,” and that we are “now en-
gaged in the gentle task of saying mean
and untrue things about Georgia and
her people.”
This refers, we suppose, to whatever
wo have said or may be saying about
the attitude of HOKE SMITH'S Adminis-
tration toward the movement of the
labor unionists to exclude the colored |
firemen from the locomotives.
We shall understand better wherein
we have offended when our esteemed
contemporary has explained onething. |
It disposes of the negro fireman and |
his chance at a livelihood in this sum-
mary manner:

“ You can't run a rallroad roughshod over the

Interests or the prejudices or the traditions of an
entire people.”
What we ask i3 simply this: Who is it
that has been running the railroads of
Georgia roughshod over the interests,
prejudices and traditions of an entire
people, in the matter of negro firemen,
for the last forty. or fifty years’

The Dream of n College President,

Writing in the Atlantic Monthly on
“Competition in College,” President
LowkLL of Harvard regrets the notori-
ous fact that athletic achievements and
glory have taken the place of intelleciual
in the American colleges. Competi-
tion in scholarship has ceased to be
important, has been “almost banished,”
Mr. LowkLL says, and he makes the
elective system which has spread with
more or less virulence from Cambridge
the foremost cause of the decay"in com-
petitive scholarship. This we may doubt,
observing that the mania of intercol-
legiate athletics is and has been the
most frantic in institutions that have
deviated the least or the most gradually
from the old rigid path of prescribed
studies. Respectful praisers of past
time a8 we are, and ready to admit that
most of the college men who have
amounted to much were bred under the
ancient system, still we cannot forget
how lifeless and barren most of that
ancient teaching must have been, how
distasteful to professor and student, how
bereft of intellectual charm. What-
ever be the faults of the elective system,
it is not in nature that it can be duller
in the imparting or more trivial in effect
than its predecessor.

It is true, as Mr. LOWELL tells us, that
in the English universities there is none
of the American contempt for scholar-
ship. There there seems to be a visible,
tangible relation between the prizes of
scholarship and those of life:

“The Oxford and Cambridge men are firmly
persuaded that success at the har, In public life
and in other Lields Is closely connected with high
honors at graduatior: aod the contest for them
is correspondingly keen. The prizes and honors
are made wldely known: they are remembered
throughiout a man's life, referred to even In brief
notices of him—much as his athictic feats are
here—and they certaluly do he'p him powerfilly
to get a start in his career, The result |s thas by
the Isls and the Cam there Is probably more hard
study done In subjects not of a professional char-
acter than lu aAny other unlversities In the world.”

There is no such relation in this coun- |
try. We may count up all the obsoum:
professors and assistant professors and
miscellaneous obscurities in “Who's
Who" to celebrate the superiority of
the college graduate, but his value is
necessarily diminished by his common-
ness, If Harvard and Yale were the
only two universities in the United
States, their majesty, power and pres-
tige and that of their graduates would
be something fine, provided an unfeel-
ing proletariat had a proper respect for
dons, bigwigs, seals and sheepskins,
But universities are almost as numerous
in the United States as university men
are in England. We all go to college,
many because their fathers did and
more because their fathers didn't.
Doting mothers tell us with a proud
smile that JOHN has decided to go to
old Dumbellia or old Sprinton because
it's a good athletic college.

How those sour faced old seven-
teenth century cranks who had to read
the Hebrew Testament and the Greek at
ungodly hours, swab their faces under
the pump in the vard in those beautiful |
temperatures when the president's ink !
would freeze in front of the fire - how |
they would wonder at our elegant youth |
playing with everyvthing from automo- |
biles to wireless telegraphy! Clergy-
men, to keep up the breed of whom our |
‘'wise and pious ancestors founded col- |
leges, are practically extinct in them. |
Lawyers, doctors, teachers-—and then
miscellaneous business men. For on
business our undergraduate, willing to |
| work as eoon as he goes out of col-
lege, more and more turns his eves. |
Let those who know well any one col- |
lege—and in epite of their eternal amus- I
ing jealousies and “college spirit” they |

\

“hleedings.” Neither shall we dwell
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know compare the college they know
with the college as it appears in Mr,

LowELL's imagination:

“Unlversities stand for the cternal worth of

thought. for the precninence of the prophet and
the seer.” ’ -

Read “the preeminence of the athlete
and the busipess man.” “That sweet
city with her dreaming spires” is be-
come Broadway, Wall Street. Now,
there is no reason why a business man
shouldn't be a sound scholar. Mr.
(GROTE, banker and non-university man,
made what is still the standard history
of Greece. There arg hotels kept by
college men, Among the curious pro-
fessions of the members of a recent
Harvard class we remember that of
“hotel steward.” No reason why a
hotel proprietor or steward shouldn’t
dally with Icelandic or put Mr, TAFT'S
speeches into Attic prose, but he would
hardly get the training for that sort of
thing at college. The atmosphere is
lacking. There are many men study-
ing, poor men with scholarships be-
cause they have to, and, to their honor,
some rich ones, who are not ashamed
of knowledge. There are somewhere
about them professors and assistant
professors, and candidates for Ph, D.
and other marks of aberration, who
work hard and fruitfully at acensus of
the rough breathings in LYCOPHRON or
The Social Position of ‘Dragons in the
Anglo-Saxon Epic Poetry.

There are the mighty men on team and

crew and in the wig'im_ nohla harneaa !

who weep like a Greek hero when they
happen to be beaten in a race or amatch.
Thére are the amiable though somewhat
fantastically dressed young savages
who howl horrible mechanical yells
and cheers at the games where the
champions perform; young savages so
courteous, we hear, as to make a joy-
ful noise at the errors of the enemy.
The amiable savages have dailies,
weeklies, magazines, settlement work,
amateur theatricals, glee and other
musical clubs, a hundred side shows and
diversions. Their lifeis a little more
diversified than, but substantially on
the same-plane as that, let us say, of the
bank clerks of Worcester, Mass,, or the
Canoe and Mandolin Club of West
Hurley, N. Y. Harmless, innocent,
savage only in their collective public
manners and lack of cultivation, de-
voted to athletics by proxy, a source of
pride and expense to parents and guar-
dians, often almost as ignorant as them-
selves, these voung men are as happy
as artless. We beg Mr. LowgLL, for-
givable still since he was swift as to
his feet in vouth, not to lay his hand
with horror winged upon that comfort-
able, that idyllic commonwealth, the
college, and try to introduce this in-
fernal nonsense of intellectual com-
petition. We : Americans are a long
suffering people, but we don't want
brains in our colleges or our rulers,

If, however, Mr. LOWELL persists
in his wrongheadedness, perhaps some
day he may come across an eccentric
Fairy Godfather who will say to him:
“How much does your college get in
term fees? [ will capitalize that income.
How many men are graduated from
your college every year? Is it 400 or
600 odd or what? Well, let 'em go
to the devill Turn out twenty, turn
out two, but let 'em know something;
let 'em be scholars.” Would that help
Mr. LowrLL'S plan or dream?

Love and Trade Corralled.

The May number of the Bulletip of the
International ['nion of the American
Republics, an attractive publication of
two or three hundred pages, comes
to our desk with characteristic spright-
liness. It is particularly interesting
this month, for in addition to the usual
pictorial and literary miscellany from
Spanish American countries it has
twenty-three pages devoted to a full
and trueaccount of the banquet tendered
to Secretary of State KNox and a large
number of distinguished guesta by the
Hon. JORN BARRETT, who by an inter-
esting coincidence happened to be the
Director of the International Bureau.

Now that we are reminded of it we
recall the incident distinctly, It was a
beautiful and sumptuous affair, graced
by the presence of the Vice-President,
Secretary KNOX, Speaker CANNON, Sen-
ator Roor, Minority leader CrAMP
CLARK, nearly all the Spanish American

envoys and many of their secremrios,l

&c., to pay nothing of a large number

Lof selected newspaper men, nearly all | chusetts.

housebroken and educated to a wire
edge in table manners in the finishing
school of the Gridiron Club.  The pub-
lished notices next day were most
elaborate, in fact Mr. BARRETT kindly
reproduces those of the Washington
papers in his Pan-American bulletin;
but the world would never have known
the finer meanings and gignificances of
the function otherwise.

For example, “the decorations de-
serve particular mention, because they
were unique in their effect and because
by the draping of the flags and colors
of all the republics they were emblem-
atic of the purpose of the gathering and
of the institution they represented.”
We learn that “the hall” was alternately
darkened and illuminated, and some
light is thrown upon this theatrical
chef d'aeurre by Mr. BARRETT himself in
his opening speech, as follows:

"1 am about 1o proposa the health of the Pres|-
dents of the American republics. In response
there will be played by the orchestra strains
from the natlonal anthems of each of the
American republics.  In view of the time that
will be occupled for this 1 ask you all 10 walve

| the ordinary courtesy of respect of rising and

remaln seated during the playing of these strains,
There will be displayed with the playing of these
hymns the natlonal flag of each country, fnl
lowed by one or two scenes, thrown by the stere

opticon upon dhe screen, of the countries which |

they represent.”

We assume as a matter of course that
the honest hunger of the company
had bheen appeased and the cigars
brought on before this highly enter-
taining spectacular feature.
care it must have been impense. Pitch
dark one moment, blazing and blinding
the next; flags, strains, extra acenes on
the stereopticon—and all this on a full
stomach with a fat cigar in hand! Tt
has never been made clear to us until

are substantially alike—let those who jBow. The newspaper rqperis at the

.
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In that!

rtimo were garrulous and reminiscent,
but meretricious. We see it all at last,
Director BARRETT'S editorial in the
Bulletin, apropos of Mr. JOHN BARRETT'S
banquet, admonishes us that “the un-
mistakable voice of all present was
that the ties binding together the re-
publics of America should be made
stronger by continued proofs of friend-
ship and by .practical efforts to make
commerce more direct and more ex-
peditious.”

More banquets, more screens, more
strains, more entrées, and above all
more publication, and affection will
come to roost upon our eaves, while
commerce, once so shy and timid, will
eat out of our hands and purr and
riib against our conquering, compiacent
legs.

Fuslion Without Division,

The smallest utterance of a great
leader in campaign time is of course
significant. There are, indeed, certain
periods in politics when the greatest
utterance of a small leader may com-
mand attention. In this latter category
we are sure the remarks of the Hon,
TIMOTHY LESTER WOODRUFF upon new
style fusion should fall. In the first
place no man in public life has a keener
eye to style than the Brooklyn states-
man, In the second place the time is
near at hand when no one will have
time to pay attention to anything Mr,
WoobruFr may say about politics,

There is an engaging frankneas ahont
‘Mr. WOoODRUFF'S utterances at the
| moment. © He is wholly, irrevocably
'und unalterably for fusion. But fusion

must be founded upon substantial fact,
To Mr. WoODRUFF'S mind there is noth-
ing dishonorable or even degrading in
the local Republican party's fusing.
He is satisfied that the fellow fusers
ghould name the issyes, moral and finan-
cial. He believes that the Republican
party can afford to indulge the City Club,
the Citizens Union, the several commit-
tees of One Hundred and the other
incipient outcroppings of municipal
activity to any extent in the matter
of platform. All in the world that
Mr. WooDRUFF would ask for the local
Republicans is the right to name the
candidates,

There i8 no more convincing statement
of the case than that made by Mr.Woob-
RUFF himself. He said yesterday:

“ In speaking of fusion I do not mean the sort
we had In 1801, when we all got together and spent
the summer in dividing things up.”

Here is the point: Mr. WOODRUFF is
for fusion-but for fusion without di-l
vision. There is nothing narrow about
the matter, however. Division is to be
prohibited only as to candidates. There
is not the slightest objection on Mr,
WOODRUFF'S part to the participation
of the independents in the campaign.
Their contributions will be accepted
without question. They will even be
allowed to make speeches at times and
places not too conspicuous,

]
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In the latest edition of Baedeker's
United States, a guide book not less inter-
esting to Americans than to those so un-
fortunate as not to enjoy the blessings of
our citizenship, the generally excellent
sketch entitled “Constitution and Govern-
ment of the United States® is from the
pen of the Hon, James Brrce, who
is described therein as the author of
“The American Commonwealth.” In the
sketch this paragraph has a place:

“These legislative bodles 'the State Legisiaiures]
Are not greatly respected, nor Is a seat In them
greatly desired by the better class of citizens.
In & few States, such as New York, Pennsylvania
and Loulsiana, there is a pretty large proportion
of corrupt members.”

The startling effect of this severe
criticism on our State lawmakers, ¢coming
from the Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary of Great Britain, is con-
siderably modified, however, when it is
discovered that the Baedeker article was
written before Mr. BRYCE entered the
diplomatic service of his country. It was
JAMES BRYCE, literary man and student
{of government, not the tactful and cau-
tious Ambaasador BRYCE, diplomatist, who
uttered these sentiments.

We are almost afraid to differ even on a
‘minor matter with the gentleman, a can-
{didate for Mayor of Boston in 1905, who
'soeks damages of $76,000,000 from the
lofficers of the (Jood Government Agso-
| ciation of that town. *“Thinking in mill-
ions,” however, he is excused if he for-
| gets details. According to the despatches
| he told the jury that “two of his ancestors
were burned as witches in Salem.” It
! ought to bae tolerably welk known, even
in Massachusetta, by this time chat no
| witches were ever “burned® in Massa-

An interesting detail in the direct nomi-
! nations fight is supplied by the Albany
Argus in the announcement that the Hon.
{ EnsoN W. Hamy will not be a candidate
| for renomination to tho Assembly. Mr.
i HAMN was one of the relatively few
Assemblymen to champion the Hughes
{ direct primaries. He a!so came from the
| gistrict where the Hon. JORN RAINES still
rules. Now he will not come any more,
says the Argus, which does not hesitate
to ascribe HaMN's direct nominations
attitude as the cause of his retirement.
Evidently the opponenta of direct nomi-
nations are quite as ready as the Governor
to continue the fighting, and the first
blood is clearly theirs. The incident,
moreover, does not tend to confirm the
reports that all the up-Stats regions are
in a state of revolt against theGovernor's

Dr. Aked's Strictares on the Emmannel
P Movement,

To TAE EDITOR OF TRAE SUN—Sir! The recent
attack of Dr. Aked on the Emmanuel movement
as reported in your columns is, (o say the least
of 11, singularly misinformed and confusing. I
understand that Dr. Aked, llke myself, |s an Eng-
lishman. Now I must confess that the English
mind moves slowly and resenis the Introduction
of an unfamiliar idea. [ have, however, lived
long enough in America to have this tendency
in my own case somewhat modified. Neverthe-
less | retain sympathy with my compatriots who
stll] labor under our raclal weakness, It Is in
this spirit of sympathy that I venture to contra.
dict the charges which Dr. Aked brings against
the Emmanuel movement. After famillarizing
| myself at first hand with It | assert the following
| propositions, which I earnesily request Dr. Aked
| to ponder before he again discusses the subject;
| The Emmanuel ministers do not substitute
thelr work for that of the physiclans, Not sub.
stitution but cooperation Is thelr watchword.

The Emmanuel movement is not a heallng cult,
1t Is an effort to do in & scientific manner what
many ministers do In a slipshod and slovenly
manner,

The object of the Emmanuel movement is not
to make people comfortable, but to take from
them bad habits, such as the desire for alcohol,
and to restore to them lost self-control,

Hypnotism 1s not used except In rare cases. and
tm-m'1 t;y medical advice and under medical su.
pervision. Jacory,

Bostox, June & o

WHAT IS TQ BECOME OF HER-
BERT KNOX SMITH?

WasHINGTON, June 8.—The rumor to
the effect that the President has asked the
Hon. Herbert Knox 8mith for a statement
—showing, it may be presumed, the prog-
ress he has made thus far and expects to
make within reasonable limits as to time
and expenditure—is regarded by wise
observers of publio events here as a har-
binger of precious import.

Nothing much has been heard of the
Hon. Herbert Knox Smith for some time
past. Immersed in a respectful contem-
plation of his own importance and at-
tended by abouta hundred and fifty dark,
dean and cunning sleuths entersd ou the
pay rolls as "examiners,” to say nothing
of a swarm of clerical and other hirelings,
ha has long remainsd torpid, or at least
fruitless; and so at last the President, a]
practical and perhaps captious man, wants
to know what he is doing.

He is supposed to be pursuing, identify-
ing and preparing to ocapture the wioked
corporations that so exocited the wrath of
his illustrious patron the Hon. Theodore
Roosevelt. He has been some three years
on the job, however, and as yet no ecalps
of serious importance depend from his
august belt. Mr. Roosevelt's Attorney-
General took a jocular view of the battve.
He was a fellow of infinite wit, whose
advice to all was to flush the covey and
fire into it at random-—anything fon the
gayety of nations in general and the
amusement of himself in particular. It
made no difference to the Hon. Charles
Joseph Bonaparte whether the larks fell
to the bag of the Hon. Herbert Knox
Smith or that of the Interstate Commerce
Commission or that of the Department of
Justice, over which he humorously pre-
sided—all of them being engaged in the
same light hearted enterprise, with un-
limited money on tap ampd free pratique
in everything.

‘Apparently Attorney-General Wicker-
sham is of another temper. He sees the
Interstate Commerce Commission and a

and Labor repeating the worlsheregards as
properly within his jurisdiction. He moes
nothing but a confusion of councils and
a desert of achievement resulting from
this disjointed if expensive .activity, and

is conducting the judicial end of the Gov-
ernment or whether it has been farmed
out in eccentric instalments while he is
left to concoct merry witticisms and blow
fantastic bubbles in the changing light.

overture it may be suspected that Attor-
ney-General Wickersham has inspired it.
In that case the country may reasonably
expect to see the pursuit and prosecution
of wicked corporations conocentrated in
the Department of Justice, where they
properly belong, and the functions of
the Interstate Commerce Commission and
the bureau of corporations lopped off
until they make a neat fit with the real
intention of the laws. If i the course
of this halcyon readjustment the Admin-
istration could rid iteeltf of a pestifer-
ous horde of secret service men and an
equally pestiferous leak in the Treasury,
the result would be welcome and encour-
aging to all conocerned.

'
THE BATTLE OF THE LEVELS.

A Bomb Preef Canal Wanted.

To 1A EpITOR OoF THE SoN—Sir: The
point easiest understood by commoh peo-
ple is: Any lock or water gate for a canal is
easily put out of commission by a dynamite
bomb!

The Panama Canal's military signifi-
cance is a large reason for our “paying
the freight.” Better $200,000,000 extra than
a canal that cannot be justified as safe from
a military point of view,

NEW YORK, June 3,

A. N, FELLOWS,

Progress of Historlical Research.

To THR ED1TOR oFf THR SUN—Sir: Re-
publics are proverbially ungratful, but
they should not be the home of ignorance.
Is the mind of your correspondent “A Citi-
zen” so fll trained that he has already for-
gotten that Seth l.owe was never President
of the Board of Alderman nor President
of the City College, nor again of Pratt
Institute?

Before that great and good man became
Chairman of the Municipal Art Commis-
sion in 1902 he had been for many years
head of the Packer Institute, which all true
Brooklynites know to be the largest voung
ladies' seminary in Greater New York.

ANOTHER CITIZEN.

BROOKLYN, June 2,

To TAEE EpITOR OF ' RE SUN~S8ir: [ re-
member. “A" and “B" are both wrong,
Seeth loew was president of the Consoli-
dated Esxchange Board of Aldermen but
never president of the City College of Physi-
cians and Surgeons. Seth lowe was first
president of Pratts College and his uncle
of the same name was Mayor of a long
Island village, Brookline.

FAMILY BIOGRAPHER,

NEW YORK, June 3,

Soclologists In Vacatien.
To THE EDITOROP THR SUN~Sir: The editorial
in Tas SoN of Msy 20, "Summer and the
Sociological Worker,”, may be fairly accurate In
its description of the East Side's attitude toward
professional uplifters, but | have read that ed!
torial two or three times and have thought about
It several times since, and bave been unable to
discover what it Is that makes you think that this
is a season of "intense activity.” If practical,
will you not through your columns take a census
of the soclological workers who are planning to
spend the summer far from the masses om the
East Side? EAsT Stome,
FEAST SIDR, June 2,

Demosthenes Turned Aristides.
From the Utica Observer,

The fact Is that no man In the State needs more
to learn what “direct nominations" are or should
be than the important Davenport who helped to
make the sacrifice and fallure in the Legislature
last winter,

Governor Hughes knew that—we are sure he
did—when he named Davenport for the commis-
sion to go and gel Information on the sybject!

Less and less agreeable does it become, even
to those responsible for his nomination here, to
have this Yonkers production set down as an
Oneida county representative,

Clothes and the Vacation.
Father wants to have It spent
In Nature's loveliness,
Where the fish In sireamlets hide
The fishermen to bless;
Where, above all other things,
He does not need to dress.

Mother wants to have it spent
With change of more than alr;

Wants a room to hold her trunk,
For 1his Is all her care;

Where, above all other things,
Her new clothes she may wear,

Sister wants to Bave it spent
Quite heedless of the view:;

All she wants is proper nooks
Constructed just for two;

Where, above all else. is pressed
The old sult ever now,

bureau of the Department of Commerce [,

he has begun to ask himself whether he | M.

If President Taft has really made this |9

THE MISSISSIPPI'S RECORD.

Faster Than the Ruth, the Battleship
Wil Get Her Herns of Victery.

To THE Ep17on oF THg Buy—Sif: Inan
editorial article in Tug BuN of May 30 upon
the run of the battleship Mississippl from
Natohez to New Orleans in fourteen hours
it is conjectured that the Confederate tug
W. H. Webbmade better time during the olvil
war from the mouth of the Red River to
New Orleans. '

| am something of an anthority on steam-
boat records in Western waters, having
been familiar with them since the oivil
war. As for the Webb's run down stream,
made just before my time, | have heard
it discussed; but the Webb left no certi~
fled record.

On June 27, 1847, the steamboat Ruth, &
regular two week round trip paciet running
between St. Louis and New Orleans, tolled
her departing bell at the Natchez wharf
at 450 A. M. and landed at the New
Orleans wharf, foot of Bienville street, at
8:03 P. M. on the rame day, pilot house time.
On May 25, 1009, it is said, the battleship
Mississippi covered /the same distance
practically, but landing at Jackson street,
New Orleans, wharf, about two miles further
up. a less distance, in ray fourteen hours,
probably not corrected time,

Now in commemorating the fast run of
the Ruth from Natchez to New Orleans, 1n
fifteen hours four minutes, a pair of gold
leafed horns was presented to her by her
admirers, many river men then thinking
that she was the speediest boat afloat.
Bhe holds the record even to-day for fast
time from New Orleans to Donaldsonville,
seventy-eight miles in four hours twenty-
seven minutes. The prize horns for this
run were a fixture on the boat until she waa
destroyed by fire at Paw-Paw [sland Chute,
twelve milea above Vickshurg, in 1868.

My deceased fatber, Captain John A.
Duble, was in command of the Ruth for
twenty twe months and aboard hei when
she made the fast runs mentioned. He
once brought her through on a business trip
from New Orleans to 8t, l.ouis in four days
nine hours and fifty-four minutes, in 1867,
but that time was beaten in three {nstances
—by the J. M. \¥hite, in threedaystwent*-
three hours, in 1884; by the first Robert E.
l.ee in her famous race of 1870 with the
Natchez, three days elgth _hours and
thirty-six minutes, and by the Natchez also
in_that vear,

While the Robert F. Lee holds the record
from New Orleans to Natchez up stream,
sixteen hours thm‘-uven minutes, made
{n 1870, the Ruth held the record from
Natchez to New Orleans, fifteen hours
four minutes, made in 1867. This time
‘stood for about {orty-twwe-n. you ob-
serve, and no one ever cal for the special

ir of horns she won, which 1 still own.
ﬁey are all that's left as trophies of the

eet and of the magnificent Ruth,a cham-
piort in her day. !
. 1 have contemplated
beautiful horns to the battleship Misaissippi
or her recent achievement. They are now
eing regilded with virgin American gold
leaf, and | have ordered a diagram of a
golid American silver shield, surmount
by the American Eagle with ribbons, an
in miniature a chased figure of the battle-
ship Mississippi with her time following;
underneath in miniature the outlines of the
Ruth and her time: beneath all this the
inacription: “Beat this time and take the

ns

resenting these

orns.
THR 8UN editorial veils the glamour of the
Mississippi's victor{l. and if she has not
fairly earned the horns in my possession
1 lose the golden opkorlumty of commem-
orating the event fittingly.” 1 personally
know that the Mississippi earned, them in
covering the 285 miles of the river down
stream. No other floating craft has ever
claimed them, while the battleship can
0 8O, C. ¢ DUBLE.
NEw ORLEANA, May 31,

Shakespeare Not a Lawyer.

To THE EDI1TOR OF THE SUN--Sir: [ ad-
mire the humor of Mark Twain, subscribe
to editions of his books and collect first edi-
tions, and it seems to me that I ought to
have some cause of action against him for
his serious writings. Perhaps a word from
you might stop him. The latest is that
some silly lawyers have made him believe
that Shakespeare was a fine lawyer who
never made a mistake in the use of law
terms. He has written a book, “Is Shake-
sprare Dead?” of which the argument is
that a layman is certain to betray himself
by using some expressions which a lawyer
would never employ, ‘Thus, Mr. Sidney
Lee I8 no lawyer, for he says “Shakespeare
obtained judgment from a jury.” Shake-
speare must have been a practising lawyer,
for he never made such a mistake.

The dictum that there is not in Shake-
speare any legal error or any error equal
to the alleged error of Sidney l.ee in not
saying verdict instead of judgment “casts
ominous conjecture on the whole exploit”
of these lawyers ever having read Shake-
speare.

The course of instruction in the lay, with
Shakespeare as teacher, runs as follows:

It & man borrow money, upon condition,
hegiveshis “single bond.” If heowe money
he may be“arrested on thecase “and without
processa. If he have a lawsuit, the plaintiff’s
declaration is a “plea” and his answer is
a “replication” (as if you should say that
the defendant complaine to the plaintiff's
angwer).

When sued upon a bond containing an
illegal condition, judgment will be given
against him, but it is the duty of the plain-
tiff and not of the court and Sheriff to en-
force the iudgment, and he cannot elect to
take less, &c.

He may make a deed of all his after ac-
quired property. Hemay “demise” dignities
and.honors; make a “testament” as to his
real estate; or may “entail” all his property
“to a man and his heirs” forever upon con-
dition subsequent.

The perplexed law student will be pleased
to learn from the last instance that Shake-
speare did not know the rule in Shelly's
Case. Once for my sins | was compelled
to study Lord Bacon's work upon the statute
of uses, and therefore know that this great
lawyer would have fallen ina fit if any one
had told him that he had undertaken to|
entail lands to a man and his heirs.

Of thissubject it may be said, in the words |
of Lord Coke: “Herein the diligent student
may disport himself for a time.” But |et
one more example suffice. Gloucester says
{n the quarto: A murderer or foul felonious
thief I tortured above the rate of common |
law.” This is an error like a mountain.
At common law torture is odious and has
no rate or tolerance. He might as well
have said he murdered above the rate of
common law. Some kind friend seems to
have pointed it out to Shakespeare, and in
the folio the error is corrected,

The errors in the use of technical legal
terms in Shakespeare exceed in importance
their correct use, JoRX B. GLEABON,
NEw YoRE, June 3,

‘BUBBLES OF SONG.

The Female Collegian and the Feunt of
Soda That Sweetly Flows for Her.

To THR EDITOR OF THR SUN—Sir: Why should
all the sparkling and refreshing drinking songs
of our college friends be fitied In sentiment only
for the men? As a firm bellever In woman's
right o vote, &c., 1 have walted patlently for a
chorus of this nature that girls may sing. No one
competent has seen his or her way clear to pre-
pare It, 80 1, no longer able 10 exercise my
powers of self-restraint, offer the following. which
I trust will All the bill untll something better Is
writien. L. D. G, B.
BOSTON, June 2,

Don't you hear the call, my sister!
Time to lay your books aside;

Jump with me upon the trolley,
To the village let us ride.

Can't you see the others walting®
We will join them as of yore,

Gather round the sods fountaln
At the Palace Candy Store.

What & joy It Is, my sister,
When we've fled the musty school,
Quit our studies of the morning
For a draught of something cool!
Each one buys a pound of candy,
But we must have soda 100,
Flavored with our own class colors—
Nothing else for us will do,

cmonvs.
We drown our troubles In creamy bubbles,
All cares are swept away:
The world so prosy once more is rosy,
" l::lun 1s Yght and gay.
1“him™ we're thinking as here we're drinking,
“Our lover's” tosst we pass:

o McLAoxpevses Wnsow,

We're girls together, whate'er the westher,
80 draln your sods glass! Mo

THE QUAKE IN ENGLAND,
The Cudgels for Germany Taken Up by

Discerning Readers of History.

To THE Ep1TOR OF THE BUN—Sir; 1p
response to the letter of Mr. Stebbings of
Short Hills, N, J., I beg leave to say that
I have not “smiled at British fears,” har.
ing only restated three facte as published
in TR BUN: The atatement of Earl Robhe
erts about the army, Admiral Beresford's
requeat to the colonies for free Dread.
noughts, rumors about a phantom airshir

In regard to the wild panic in London in
1683, I merely referred to a historlo {n.
stance of what the crare of fear provoked
by false alarms can accomplish,

That the coast towns of the North Atlan-
tlo States during the Spanish-American
war were panio stricken |8 a statament
contrary to facts, In every city of the
coast song recitals and concerts ware given
aimost night after night, where the most
prominent ladies of these cities entertainad
the public with a loveliness of enthusiasm
and patriotio fortitude not surpassed by
m,{ nation on earth,

he new construction of the Franoco.
Prussian war in 1870-71 as glvon by Mr,
Stebbings needs “uu a slight correction
It was France that declared war Shy
could therefore not have been canght
napping, There was no clandestine descent
on Paris, Napoleon and his army were cap.
tured at Sedan September 2, 1870, and long
after this event Paris wam taken after 3
memorable siege of long duration.

Mr, Stebbings mgu that Germanv jg
building up a “wonderful home enpire *
This is a new construction in history., Yoy
ples, especially here in (onnecticut, yet
never so far of a wonderful home empire,
There is nothing wonderful about it. (er.
many is simply growing—her natural, right.
ful growth, That is what I have said. with.
out boasting and without the renintest
intimation of anything like a miracle

Mr, Stebbings of rt Hills goes one
step further in his new construction of his-
tory by saying that the British “have opened
up the entira world whila othar iiions
stayed at home.” This {8 a glaring
instance of turning history upside downp,
Venice and Genoa, Portugal and Spaip
France and Holland were by a long shot
far ahead of England. It seems (o bs
necessary at this late day to elucidate to
Mr. Stebbings the fact that America was
discovered by an Italian msailorman of the
name of Cristoforo Colombo, in the servics
of Spain,.

Mr. Stebbings s 8 of England as
Er-ctlcnlly the smallest countrgoin Europe.

lementary K”“‘Phy knows better. ﬁm
territory of the United Kingdom is 121 391
square miles, the population 41,076 827, M,
rtpbbinn can easily find the smaller coun-
ries, :

T hate to see anybody belittling old John

Bull. Small he may , but not as to
stature, SIEOMUND HUBERT,
ANBONIA, Gonn., June 1.

et heh——
The Perfidy snd Baseness of England
Unfaiteringly Exposed.

To THE Ep1TOR oF THE SUx—Sir: M,
H. W, Stebbings seems to have been a suf-
ferer from the “English quake” a long time,
for I did not notice any gign of fear or panio
in any of the towns along the North Atlantio
coast during the Spanish-American war,
a8 he asserts, He is wrong about the war
of 1870-71. It was forced on Germany by
France, the candidacy of Prince Leopold
of Hohenzollern to the Spanish throne
being made a pretext. Emperor Napoleon
was opposed to the last to declaring war
but had to give way to Grammont and
lLebeuf and Empress Eugénie, who were
in reality only tools of the Catholic clergy,
Germany did not prepare secretly but
thoroughly, while in France corruption
ruled, as it did in Russia previous to her war
with Japan.

England, contrary to Mr. Stebbings, has
been an arch foe to Germany for more than
# century, as she has heen the foe of every
other country showing progress in trade,
It has been her aim to stir up trouble be.
(ween nations and entangle them in war,
for then her chance of stealing another
slice of the world was better. Without
Fogland's cupidity and treachery Napoleon
1. would never have obtain the sway
he held over the continent of KEurope, nor
would the struggle of our civil war have
been so prolonged. During the Franco-
Prussian war the then Crown Prince of
Prussia, the present Emperor's father, was
excluded from all war councils, use
he had written about them in correspon-
dence with his wife, an English Princess,
who had communicated them to England.
By England the German plans were given
to France,

It is certain that Englend probably would
have been successful jn her past endeavors
to cause war to be waged by other countries
against Germany if the latter had not kept
up her military power. To protect her
large merchant marine it was absolutely
necessary to have & powerful navy.

Who was the cause of the disappearance
of the American merchant marine from the
seas’ FEngland in common with all bullies
‘is a coward, She never won a war against
white geople unassisted by other nations:
and while no one will withhold from her
the credit due for furthering civilization,
it should also be borne in mind that all
colonies and dependencies did not find her

rulée a blessing, Bi o!r{ and hygocm_\'
also had their cradle in England. The
{opium evil in China is a gift of England,

and while she takes millions upon millions
out of India, hundreds of thousands die
there yearly of starvation,
WILLIAM CHAMPIGNON,
ARLINGTON, N, J,, June 1.

THE YOUNG GRANDMOTHER.

Varlons Advice, Ending With a Grand
Sweet Nasal Song.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SUX—Sir: WIith pollte
conslderation for “Widow,” who seeks advice in
her predicament of youthful grandmotherhood,
might not the situation be gracefully covered
with leave (o the second generatlon to observe
only her Christlan name as a mode of addiess’
Thus the lllusion would probably be rendered
complete. Where, however, Is the compata:

[ billty between supersensitiveness of the sort

Indicated and the consclousness of such happy
attalnment? BACHELOR.

New YORK, Juned,

To TRE EDITOR OF THE SON—Sir: Respond-
Ing 10 the appeal of a grandmother of 40 in your
columns, let me tell her that | once knew a grand-
mother of 32 years in Warwick county, Indlana,
the home of former Senator Hemenway. As
the grandchild was too young to lalk, the vener.
able parent once removed was not called ‘grand-
ma.” Her daughter called her “Mom.”

In my present clirele of friends | know an
extremely youthful looking grandmother of 4§
whose oldest grandchild calls her “Aunt Grand-
ma.” which 1s a tactful compromise, [ know
another youthful looking grandmother, past 50
whose secondary daughter of 4 has been taught
to call her “Miss Mollle" -somewhat of a Soutb-
ern touch, Mollle being the lady’s Christian
name by pet abbreviation. If I were 40 and 3
grandmother—iwo things, alas' | have no hope
of ever becoming, I should teach the young
hopeful to call me “Aunt Mamma.” which would
be delicately complimentary-and hold the real
mamma In proper subjection. Ros RoT,
LovIsviLLE, Ky., June |,

To TRE EDITOR or THE SrN—Sir: You ask
“What should be done for this falr young gren:
dame” of 40! Well, as the lady signs herselt
“Widow" thd natural suggestlon would be o
marry her off again. HORATIUN,
PHILADELPFEIA, June 3,

To THE EDITOR OF THR SUX—Sf1’
In the famous Paris Salong

1s a amartly palnted “Nanong.”
Gazing upward at a ballong.

NEW YORK, June 3. CYRANG,

Human and Horse Races.

To THE EDITOR OF THE SON-S(r:. The GOt
ernor [n his address to Brown Unlversity students
has agaln dipped {nto the classics. and in ahan
doning Fpictetus for Plato admlits that “peopi®
are just the same to-day as In the days of Piato
Then all the great reform crusades of the lasl
thres years have been In vamn. Is 1efors [
mighty maze, without alm or end*

Lt me remind the Governor of just on# change
that has come over this sin ridden world sinc* the
days of Plato. 1In his time |t was the practi~® ot
Socrates to adjourn his philosophical discissions
in order that he and his puplils might attend the
horse races, and Socrates did not bave (o drink
hemlock for it either. Dare the “Hughes work:
ers” adjourn one of thelr reform meetings for thé

purpose of attending & horse race? E S
NRw YORK. June 3.
A Manhattan Philosopher.
who

To THE EDTTOR OF THRE SUN—Str:
New York is this “E, H. J."! Where di4 he not
get his education! What kind of glasses 0t
ho use? R. P. M
PHILADELPRIA, June 2.

Disappointment.
Mrs. Noah dissmbarked.
“All my lovely things smuggled and pobody
to collect duties,” she oried.
Herewith she felt that she bed lost mosgs:

'
b

. i

may have heard of wonderful home made .

o :3-.



